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Module Aims: To develop an awareness of different constructions of childhood and
childhood education, encouraging students to question commonly held concepts.

Intended Learning Outcomes

At the end of this module, using academic writing conventions, including Harvard

referencing, students will be able to:

1. Examine historical and contemporary constructions of childhood within the United
Kingdom (psychological, sociological and philosophical viewpoints).
2. ldentify the purpose of education during childhood within the United Kingdom.




3. Examine how concepts of childhood and childhood education are portrayed across
different societies, shaping expectations of children’s childhoods globally.

4. Discuss how historical and contemporary constructions of childhood have influenced the
children’s rights framework.

Key skills for employability (*) covered by this module:

1. Written, oral and media communication skills (*)
2. Leadership, team working and networking skills
3. Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills
4. Information technology skills and digital literacy (*)
5. Information management skills (*)
6. Research skills (*)

7. Intercultural and sustainability skills (*)

8. Career management skills

9. Learning to learn (managing personal/professional development, self-management) (*)
10.Numeracy

Assessment:

Essay which considers the various disciplines which are associated with the field of childhood
(i.e. education, psychology, sociology, and philosophy) and involves the examination of
multiple and global viewpoints of childhood, childhood education and the development of
children’s rights. Students will base their discussion around contemporary issues facing
children which cause concern, debate and complexities. They will be expected to compare
and contrast these issues from the viewpoint of two to three different countries.

Assessment | Learning Type of assessment Weighting Word count (or
number Outcomes equivalent if
to be met appropriate)
1 1,2,3,4 Essay 100% 3,000

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

Sessions will comprise of the presentation of on-line materials, case studies, group work,
practical activities, review of DVD material and peer discussion. Students will be expected to
make full use of the University’s library and VLE to enhance their study.

Syllabus Outline:

What is a child/childhood?

The relationship between education, society, the state and the individual
Impact of culture and social class

Generational relationships and childhood agency

Childhood in a global perspective

The working child

Spaces for childhood

What is education?




Teachers, teaching and professionalism

Knowledge and the curriculum

Education and educational policy-making

The institutionalisation and scholarisation of childhood

Alternative perspectives on education — the progressives, the neo-cons, the Marxist-
Socialists and the Fabians

The global educational landscape

e UNCRC- Unequal childhoods

e Children, citizenship and human rights.
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